
Davco Corporation/ L. E. Carpenter & Company Site 
Background Information 

The Dayco Corporation/ L. E. Carpenter & Company site is a 
14.6 acre industrial facility situated in an industrialized 
area in the Borough of Wharton, Rockaway Township, New 
Jersey. The facility has been used for industrial purposes, 
including iron mining and processing, since the 1800's. 
From 1943 to 1987, L. E. Carpenter & Company manufactured 
vinyl wallcovering at the site. Since 1987, no 
manufacturing activities have occurred. However, several 
buildings at the site continue to be used for administrative 
business and for warehousing of wallpaper products. Dayco 
Corporation is the parent corporation of L. E. Carpenter & 
Company. 
From 1963 to 1970, waste material from the manufacture of 
vinyl wallpaper, including polyvinyl chloride and cleaning 
solvents, were disposed of in an on-site surface 
impoundment. Boiler blowdown wastewater was discharged from 
the facility to the Rockaway River. Waste materials were 
also placed in "starch drying beds" fqr biodegradation. A 
drainage ditch carried cooling Wastewater (and may also have 
carried other materials) from the facility to the River. 
The surface impoundment, starch drying beds, wastewater 
discharge points and the drainage ditch are identified on 
Attachment 1. 
In 1980 and 1981, the results of soil and groundwater 
samples indicated the presence of volatile organics, base-
neutral compounds, metals and PCBs. In addition, a layer of 
immiscible organic liquid was found to be floating on the 
water table. Subsequent sampling also identified process-
related contaminants in Rockaway River sediments. 
In 1982, L. E. Carpenter and Company and the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEPE) entered into 
an Administrative Consent Order (AGO) which has since been 
amended several times. Several interim response actions 
have been conducted under the ACO. The interim actions have 
included the excavation and off-site shipment of waste and 
contaminated soil from the former surface impoundment; the 
closure of on-site storage tanks; the removal of asbestos 
from buildings; and the recovery of over 5,000 gallons of 
immiscible organic liquid from the top of the water table. 
The ACO also required L. E. Carpenter & Company to perform a 
Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study. A draft RI 
Findings Report, a revised RI Findings Report and a 
Supplemental RI Findings Report were submitted by L. E. 
Carpenter and Company in November 1989, June 1990 and 
November 1990, respectively. The first draft Feasibility 
Study Report was submitted on April 1, 1991. Because an 
innovative technology (in situ bioremediation) was 
recommended, NJDEPE required a treatability study to be 
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performed and the results Incorporated! in the FS. The most 
recent Feasibility Study Report dated November 1992 reflects 
the treatability study findings. i 
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